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ABSTRACT

ScriptWriterTm is database sofiware designed to
replicate the process of a physician writing a
prescription. The software also includes standard
demographic and progress note information;
however the focus of the software is on automating
the process of writing prescriptions. The software is
especially adept at creating patient medication lists,
generating medication histories and keeping track of
medication expiration dates. Other strengths include
its ability to organize patient assignments and assist
in the generation ofprogress notes. The application
is network capable andfully graphical. A psychiatric
outpatient clinic is currently using the software.
Practitioners in non-psychiatric settings can also
benefitfrom the software.

DESCRIPTION

ScriptWriterTm is a database application written to
simplify the process of treating outpatients. A
physician using the software would access a patient's
information from a list of patients assigned to him or
her. The physician would then enter prescriptions on-
line, using an interface similar to a blank
prescription. The physician can retrieve previous
medication trials to evaluate past treatment or list
medications that will expire soon. A listing of
prescriptions could be generated for reference by the
patient, family, or caregiver.

The physician can also create progress notes that will
automatically include standard demographic
information (required for the presciption) and the
previously entered medication information. The
progress note system is relatively unstructured and
supports free text input. Users can list patients for a
given clinician and patient assignments to clinic staff.
A nearby laser-printer prints all prescriptions,
documentation and reports.

Implementation and Environment

An outpatient psychiatric clinic including 16
clinicians and 700 patients currently uses the
software. ScriptWriter client software runs on 486
PCs running Windows for WorkgroupsTM. These
computers access the database file stored on a
Windows NTTM server using both NetBIOS and
TCP/IP protocols.

Scriptwriter requires a 486 PC and the WindowsTM
graphical interface. The software runs in both stand-
alone and networked environments such as Windows
for Workgroups, NetwareT, or Windows NT. If
desired, the client software can access a full SQL
based database.

ScriptWriter uses a Microsoft AccessTM client
application to access the database. ScriptWriter
includes the run-time libraries; there is no need to
purchase Microsoft Access to run the software.

Confidentiality

The software protects confidentiality using user
passwords that expire every 60 days. The database
keeps track of all sign-on events, requests for access
to patient information, and data entry. The site
administrator can thus use the database to determine
if authorized users are making improper data requests
or entries.

CONCLUSIONS

The author has developed a simple database
application to computerize the essentials of outpatient
treatment, especially the prescribing of medications.
The software provides a secure and straightforward
assistant to providers of outpatient treatment.
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